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This volume is a translation of Dirichlet's Vorlesungen über Zahlentheorie which
includes nine supplements by Dedekind and an introduction by John Stillwell,
who translated the volume.

Lectures on Number Theory is the first of its kind on the subject matter. It covers
most of the topics that are standard in a modern first course on number theory,
but also includes Dirichlet's famous results on class numbers and primes in
arithmetic progressions.

The book is suitable as a textbook, yet it also offers a fascinating historical
perspective that links Gauss with modern number theory. The legendary story is
told how Dirichlet kept a copy of Gauss's Disquisitiones Arithmeticae with him
at all times and how Dirichlet strove to clarify and simplify Gauss's results.
Dedekind's footnotes document what material Dirichlet took from Gauss,
allowing insight into how Dirichlet transformed the ideas into essentially modern
form.

Also shown is how Gauss built on a long tradition in number theory--going back
to Diophantus--and how it set the agenda for Dirichlet's work. This important
book combines historical perspective with transcendent mathematical insight.
The material is still fresh and presented in a very readable fashion.

This volume is one of an informal sequence of works within the History of
Mathematics series. Volumes in this subset, "Sources", are classical
mathematical works that served as cornerstones for modern mathematical
thought. (For another historical translation by Professor Stillwell, see Sources of
Hyperbolic Geometry, Volume 10 in the History of Mathematics series.)
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Editorial Review

Review
"A new edition of Dirichlet's Lectures on Number Theory would be big news any day, but it's particularly
gratifying to see the book appear as "the first of an informal sequence" which is to include "classical
mathematical works that served as cornerstones for modern mathematical thought." So all power to the
American Mathematical Society and the London Mathematical Society in their joint-venture History of
Mathematics series: may the "Sources" subseries live long and prosper. [T]his is quite accessible, and could
almost be used as a textbook still today. For those who like to heed Abel's admonition to "read the masters,
not their students," here's a great opportunity to learn more about Number Theory." ---- MAA Online

"This is a nice English edition of Dirichlet's famous Vorlesungen über Zahlentheorie, including the nine
Supplements by Dedekind, translated by John Stillwell. As one of the most important number-theoretical
books of the 19th century this book needs no further description, and can be recommended to those who have
problems with the German language, or to those who cannot find the German original in the library. This
book should certainly have a permanent place on every mathematical bookshelf." ---- European
Mathematical Society Newsletter

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Harvey:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
Lectures on Number Theory (History of Mathematics Source Series, V. 16)? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before.
Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

James Williams:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Lectures on Number Theory (History of Mathematics Source Series, V. 16) your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get before. The Lectures on Number Theory (History of Mathematics
Source Series, V. 16) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do



you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Debra Riggs:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Lectures on Number Theory (History of
Mathematics Source Series, V. 16).

Richard Eby:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for
the Lectures on Number Theory (History of Mathematics Source Series, V. 16) when you required it?
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