Naked Lunch @ 50: Anniversary Essays

From Southern lllinois University Press

5“%&3?05“@&5,? Read Online 9

Naked Lunch @ 50: Anniversary Essays From Southern Illinois University
Press

Naked Lunch was banned, castigated, and recognized as awork of geniuson its
first publication in 1959, and fifty years later it haslost nothing of its power to
astonish, shock, and inspire. A lacerating satire, an exorcism of demons, a
grotesque cabinet of horrors, it isthe Black Book of the Beat Generation, the
forerunner of the psychedelic counterculture, and a progenitor of postmodernism
and the digital age. A work of excoriating laughter, linguistic derangement, and
transcendent beauty, it remains both influential and inimitable.

Thisisthe first book devoted in its entirety to William Burroughs
masterpiece, bringing together an international array of scholars, artists,
musicians, and academics from many fields to explore the origins, writing,
reception, and complex meanings of Naked Lunch. Tracking the legendary book
from Texas and Mexico to New Y ork, Tangier, and Paris, Naked Lunch@50
significantly advances our understanding and appreciation of this most elusive

and uncanny of texts.
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fifty yearslater it has lost nothing of its power to astonish, shock, and inspire. A lacerating satire, an
exorcism of demons, a grotesque cabinet of horrors, it isthe Black Book of the Beat Generation, the
forerunner of the psychedelic counterculture, and a progenitor of postmodernism and the digital age. A work
of excoriating laughter, linguistic derangement, and transcendent beauty, it remains both influential and
inimitable.

Thisisthefirst book devoted in its entirety to William Burroughs masterpiece, bringing together an
international array of scholars, artists, musicians, and academics from many fields to explore the origins,
writing, reception, and complex meanings of Naked Lunch. Tracking the legendary book from Texas and
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Editorial Review
Review

“Without William there is nothing. . . . Burroughs alone made us pay attention to the realities of
contemporary life and gave us the energy to explore the psyche without afilter. . . . Heisthe brave fool (and
he was no fool) who told us what is—was—could be.”—Lou Reed

“1 can think of no other work of literary criticism that brings together such amultiplicity of artists,
practitioners and critics in such a dynamic assembly of writing forms. The resulting symbiosis strikes me as
awhole new critical form, utterly pertinent to Burroughs' milieu.”—Michael Hrebeniak, author of Action
Writing: Jack Kerouac' s Wild Form

About the Author

Oliver Harris, the author of William Burroughs and the Secret of Fascination, is a professor of American
literature at Keele University. He is the editor of The Letters of William S. Burroughs, 1945-1959,

“ Everything Lost” : The Latin American Notebook of William S. Burroughs, and Burroughs' novels, Junky:
The Definitive Text of “ Junk” and The Yage Letters Redux. Harris is also the author of numerous scholarly
articles on Burroughs, the Beat Generation, film noir, and the epistolary form.

lan MacFadyen has written about William S. Burroughs in a number of essays, including “Machine
Dreams: Optical Toys and Mechanical Boys’ in the collection Flickers of the Dreamachine. His other work
includes Ira Cohen’ s Photographs. A Living Theatre and The Blood of the Poet: Lorca and the Duende.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Erin Kizer:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Naked Lunch @ 50:
Anniversary Essays book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Dominique Rigney:

The guide with title Naked Lunch @ 50: Anniversary Essays has lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get alot of profit after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist



in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. Y ou can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Kevin Diaz:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Naked Lunch @ 50: Anniversary
Essaysthat give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior
al over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or
woman but for al of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Naked Lunch @ 50: Anniversary Essays become your own starter.

Gaye Lewis:

Reading a book being new life stylein this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, such us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Naked Lunch @ 50: Anniversary Essays offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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