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Applies the ideas of Heidegger, Irigaray, and Fanon to literature and film.How
do welive ethically? What role do sex and race play in living or being ethically?
Can ethics lead to ontology? Can literature play arolein ethical being? Drawing
extensively on the work of Luce Irigaray, Frantz Fanon, and Martin Heidegger,
Penel ope Ingram argues that ethical questions must be understood in light of
ontological ones. It isonly when sexua and racia difference are viewed at an
ontological level that ethicsistruly possible. Central to the connection between
ontology and ethicsis the role of language. Ingram revisits the relationship
between representation and matter in order to advance atheory of material
signification. She examines a number of twentieth-century film and literary texts,
including Neil Jordan’s The Crying Game, J. M. Coetzee's Foe, Toni Morrison’s
Paradise, and Don DeL.illo’s The Body Artist, to demonstrate that material
signification, rather than representation, is crucial to our experience of living
authentically and achieving an ethical relation with the Other. By attending
closely to Heidegger's, Irigaray’s, and Fanon'’s positions on language, this
original work argues that the literary text isindispensable to a“revealing” of the
relationship between ontology and ethics, and through it, the reader can
experience a state of “authentic Being ethically.”

“The Sgnifying Body is actually a deceptively thin book, which belies the dense
theoretical work taking place in its 150 pages.” — JAC

“Thetopic of this book is significant and important. First, there needs to be more
work that explores the intersection of race and gender in continental philosophy,
and this book is a valuable example of such work. Second, the author bridges the
gap between studies of Fanon and discussions of gender and sexual identity in
continental philosophy. She also brings together Fanon, Heidegger, and Irigaray
in a manner that pushes the scholarship on al three figures. Finally, the author’s
attempt to theorize the ethical encounter of the racial, sexual, and gendered Other
isintriguing and should help to further the debate on that issue.” — Ronald
Sundstrom, University of San Francisco
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Appliesthe ideas of Heidegger, Irigaray, and Fanon to literature and film.How do we live ethically? What
role do sex and race play in living or being ethically? Can ethics lead to ontology? Can literature play arole
in ethical being? Drawing extensively on the work of Luce Irigaray, Frantz Fanon, and Martin Heidegger,
Penelope Ingram argues that ethical questions must be understood in light of ontological ones. It isonly
when sexual and racia difference are viewed at an ontological level that ethicsistruly possible. Centra to
the connection between ontology and ethics is the role of language. Ingram revisits the relationship between
representation and matter in order to advance atheory of materia signification. She examines a number of
twentieth-century film and literary texts, including Neil Jordan’s The Crying Game, J. M. Coetzee's Foe,
Toni Morrison’s Paradise, and Don DelL.illo’s The Body Artist, to demonstrate that material signification,
rather than representation, is crucial to our experience of living authentically and achieving an ethical
relation with the Other. By attending closely to Heidegger's, Irigaray’s, and Fanon’ s positions on language,
this original work argues that the literary text isindispensable to a“revealing” of the relationship between
ontology and ethics, and through it, the reader can experience a state of “authentic Being ethically.”

“The Sgnifying Body is actually a deceptively thin book, which belies the dense theoretical work taking
placeinits 150 pages.” — JAC

“The topic of this book is significant and important. First, there needs to be more work that explores the
intersection of race and gender in continental philosophy, and this book is a valuable example of such work.
Second, the author bridges the gap between studies of Fanon and discussions of gender and sexual identity in
continental philosophy. She also brings together Fanon, Heidegger, and Irigaray in a manner that pushes the
scholarship on all three figures. Finally, the author’ s attempt to theorize the ethical encounter of the racial,
sexual, and gendered Other isintriguing and should help to further the debate on that issue.” — Ronald
Sundstrom, University of San Francisco
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Editorial Review

Review

The Signifying Body is actually a deceptively thin book, which belies the dense theoretical work taking place
inits 150 pages. JAC

The topic of this book is significant and important. First, there needs to be more work that explores the
intersection of race and gender in continental philosophy, and this book is a valuable example of such work.
Second, the author bridges the gap between studies of Fanon and discussions of gender and sexual identity in
continental philosophy. She also brings together Fanon, Heidegger, and Irigaray in a manner that pushes the
scholarship on al three figures. Finally, the author s attempt to theorize the ethical encounter of the racial,
sexual, and gendered Other isintriguing and should help to further the debate on that issue. Ronald
Sundstrom, University of San Francisco"

"The Signifying Body is actually a deceptively thin book, which belies the dense theoretical work taking
placeinits 150 pages.” -- JAC "The topic of this book is significant and important. First, there needs to be
more work that explores the intersection of race and gender in continental philosophy, and this book isa
valuable example of such work. Second, the author bridges the gap between studies of Fanon and discussions
of gender and sexual identity in continental philosophy. She also brings together Fanon, Heidegger, and
Irigaray in a manner that pushes the scholarship on all three figures. Finaly, the author's attempt to theorize
the ethical encounter of the racial, sexual, and gendered Other isintriguing and should help to further the
debate on that issue." -- Ronald Sundstrom, University of San Francisco

From the Back Cover

How do we live ethically? What role do sex and race play in living or being ethically? Can ethics lead to
ontology? Can literature play arole in ethical being? Drawing extensively on the work of Luce Irigaray,
Frantz Fanon, and Martin Heidegger, Penelope Ingram argues that ethical questions must be understood in
light of ontological ones. It is only when sexual and racial difference are viewed at an ontological level that
ethicsistruly possible. Central to the connection between ontology and ethicsis the role of language. Ingram
revisits the relationship between representation and matter in order to advance atheory of materia
signification. She examines a number of twentieth-century film and literary texts, including Neil Jordan's
The Crying Game, J. M. Coetzee's Foe, Toni Morrison's Paradise, and Don DeL.illo's The Body Artist, to
demonstrate that material signification, rather than representation, is crucial to our experience of living
authentically and achieving an ethical relation with the Other. By attending closely to Heidegger's, Irigaray's,
and Fanon's positions on language, this original work argues that the literary text isindispensable to a
"revealing” of the relationship between ontology and ethics, and through it, the reader can experience a state
of "authentic Being ethically."

"The topic of this book is significant and important. First, there needs to be more work that explores the
intersection of race and gender in continental philosophy, and this book is a valuable example of such work.
Second, the author bridges the gap between studies of Fanon and discussions of gender and sexual identity in
continental philosophy. She also brings together Fanon, Heidegger, and Irigaray in amanner that pushes the
scholarship on all three figures. Finally, the author's attempt to theorize the ethical encounter of the racial,
sexual, and gendered Other isintriguing and should help to further the debate on that issue." -- Ronald
Sundstrom, University of San Francisco
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Penelope Ingram is Associate Professor of English at the University of Texas at Arlington.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nancy Adams:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is aways change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually isyou don't know which you should start with. This The Signifying Body: Toward an
Ethics of Sexual and Racial Difference (Suny Seriesin Gender Theory) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Daria Gertz;

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a new book. It isreally funin your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book The Signifying Body: Toward an Ethics of Sexual and Racial
Difference (Suny Seriesin Gender Theory) it is quite good to read. There are alot of people that
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver
this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore very easily to read this book through your smart
phone. The priceis not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Bobbi Brunner:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that
need more time to be examine. The Signifying Body: Toward an Ethics of Sexual and Racial Difference
(Suny Seriesin Gender Theory) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those
short time problems.

Amado Elam:

Y ou can spend your freetimeto learn this book this publication. This The Signifying Body: Toward an
Ethics of Sexual and Racial Difference (Suny Seriesin Gender Theory) issimple to deliver you can read it in
the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book,
you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart
phone. Thusthere are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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