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Offering a rich introduction to how scholars analyze crime, Criminological
Theory: Context and Consequences moves readers beyond a commonsense
knowledge of crime to a deeper understanding of the importance of theory in
shaping crime control policies. The Sixth Edition of the authors’ clear,
accessible, and thoroughly revised text covers traditional and contemporary
theory within a larger sociological and historical context. J. Robert Lilly, Francis
T. Cullen, and Richard A. Ball include new sources that assess the empirical
status of the major theories, as well as updated coverage of crime control policies
and their connection to criminological theory.
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Editorial Review

Review
"I have long regarded this book as the most comprehensive and resolutely up-to-date theory text on the
market. The authors always make the effort to stay up to date and incorporate the latest ideas, and students
find their trawl through 20th century criminological theory the most accessible and informative. In each
chapter there is a good balance of discussion and standard critiques, which students find useful for their
essays and dissertations."--Steve Hall

"?The overall organization of the book is very good - this follows a logical pattern of development in relation
to not only the historical development of theory, but also the process through which subsequent theories have
built on previous frameworks. As a result, it is quite clear how theories and blocks of theory 'fit together'."--
Tony Murphy

"Lilly et al is used on the modules as a recommended text. The text was chosen as it covers major theories in
a clear and accessible manner to undergraduates. The strength of the book is it gives adequate consideration
to the major theories we wish to cover in the modules many other theory books skip adequate consideration
of scientific theory (ie chapter 2)."--Ruth Penfold- Mounce

" Indeed, a major strength of the Lilly et al. text is that it provides a succinct explanation of the theories that
is easily understood by students."--Jennifer Wareham

"The depth of coverage, the accessible writing style, and the infusion of personal context material were all
leading factors motivating my decision to use the Lilly text."--James Barnes

" I do use Lilly, Criminological Theory for CRIM 4321 because it provides a comprehensive collections of
major criminological theories that are presented in a straight forward manner in a text that is "student
friendly." By this I mean that the information is both challenging but also in a format that is easy to read and
comprehend."--Michael S. Proctor

" ?I assigned Lilly, Cullen, and Ball in this course. Being a 5th edition title, it is a culmination of the hard
work and dedication of the authors to continue to update a well crafted text. The benefits of this book is that
it explains the social and political events which led to the development and popularity of each theory. This
allows students to grasp the somewhat discordant assumptions criminologists made over the years and better
understand the casual order of each theory. The authors have done a masterful job of framing years of
accumulated criminological theory into an approachable format."--Richard Lemke

"In terms of readability, the 5th edition of Lilly is superior to Vold and superior in terms of coverage as well.
Also, I really like the contextual information provided with each theory as well as the implications of each
theory, this is much better than Vold."--George Eichenberg

"The strength of the Lilly text (compared to Siegel's) is that it puts events and theories in historical
perspective and connects them with the individual lives of the key theorists and the larger sociopolitical
context. I also like that the Lilly text assesses the empirical validity of each currently relevant theory and
links theories with policies based on these."--Maria Tcherni



"The overall organization of the book is very good - this follows a logical pattern of development in relation
to not only the historical development of theory, but also the process through which subsequent theories have
built on previous frameworks. As a result, it is quite clear how theories and blocks of theory 'fit together'."--
Tony Murphy

"Indeed, a major strength of the Lilly et al. text is that it provides a succinct explanation of the theories that is
easily understood by students."--Jennifer Wareham

"I do use Lilly, Criminological Theory for CRIM 4321 because it provides a comprehensive collections of
major criminological theories that are presented in a straight forward manner in a text that is "student
friendly." By this I mean that the information is both challenging but also in a format that is easy to read and
comprehend."--Michael S. Proctor

"I assigned Lilly, Cullen, and Ball in this course. Being a 5th edition title, it is a culmination of the hard work
and dedication of the authors to continue to update a well crafted text. The benefits of this book is that it
explains the social and political events which led to the development and popularity of each theory. This
allows students to grasp the somewhat discordant assumptions criminologists made over the years and better
understand the casual order of each theory. The authors have done a masterful job of framing years of
accumulated criminological theory into an approachable format."--Richard Lemke

-I have long regarded this book as the most comprehensive and resolutely up-to-date theory text on the
market. The authors always make the effort to stay up to date and incorporate the latest ideas, and students
find their trawl through 20th century criminological theory the most accessible and informative. In each
chapter there is a good balance of discussion and standard critiques, which students find useful for their
essays and dissertations.---Steve Hall

-The overall organization of the book is very good - this follows a logical pattern of development in relation
to not only the historical development of theory, but also the process through which subsequent theories have
built on previous frameworks. As a result, it is quite clear how theories and blocks of theory 'fit together'.---
Tony Murphy

-Lilly et al is used on the modules as a recommended text. The text was chosen as it covers major theories in
a clear and accessible manner to undergraduates. The strength of the book is it gives adequate consideration
to the major theories we wish to cover in the modules many other theory books skip adequate consideration
of scientific theory (ie chapter 2).---Ruth Penfold- Mounce

-Indeed, a major strength of the Lilly et al. text is that it provides a succinct explanation of the theories that is
easily understood by students.---Jennifer Wareham

-The depth of coverage, the accessible writing style, and the infusion of personal context material were all
leading factors motivating my decision to use the Lilly text.---James Barnes

-I do use Lilly, Criminological Theory for CRIM 4321 because it provides a comprehensive collections of
major criminological theories that are presented in a straight forward manner in a text that is -student
friendly.- By this I mean that the information is both challenging but also in a format that is easy to read and
comprehend.---Michael S. Proctor

-I assigned Lilly, Cullen, and Ball in this course. Being a 5th edition title, it is a culmination of the hard work
and dedication of the authors to continue to update a well crafted text. The benefits of this book is that it



explains the social and political events which led to the development and popularity of each theory. This
allows students to grasp the somewhat discordant assumptions criminologists made over the years and better
understand the casual order of each theory. The authors have done a masterful job of framing years of
accumulated criminological theory into an approachable format.---Richard Lemke

-In terms of readability, the 5th edition of Lilly is superior to Vold and superior in terms of coverage as well.
Also, I really like the contextual information provided with each theory as well as the implications of each
theory, this is much better than Vold.---George Eichenberg

-The strength of the Lilly text (compared to Siegel's) is that it puts events and theories in historical
perspective and connects them with the individual lives of the key theorists and the larger sociopolitical
context. I also like that the Lilly text assesses the empirical validity of each currently relevant theory and
links theories with policies based on these.---Maria Tcherni

Review
"I have long regarded this book as the most comprehensive and resolutely up-to-date theory text on the
market. The authors always make the effort to stay up to date and incorporate the latest ideas, and students
find their trawl through 20th century criminological theory the most accessible and informative. In each
chapter there is a good balance of discussion and standard critiques, which students find useful for their
essays and dissertations." (Steve Hall)

"The overall organization of the book is very good – this follows a logical pattern of development in relation
to not only the historical development of theory, but also the process through which subsequent theories have
built on previous frameworks. As a result, it is quite clear how theories and blocks of theory ‘fit together’."
(Tony Murphy)

"Lilly et al is used on the modules as a recommended text. The text was chosen as it covers major theories in
a clear and accessible manner to undergraduates. The strength of the book is it gives adequate consideration
to the major theories we wish to cover in the modules many other theory books skip adequate consideration
of scientific theory (ie chapter 2)." (Ruth Penfold- Mounce)

"Indeed, a major strength of the Lilly et al. text is that it provides a succinct explanation of the theories that is
easily understood by students." (Jennifer Wareham)

"The depth of coverage, the accessible writing style, and the infusion of personal context material were all
leading factors motivating my decision to use the Lilly text." (James Barnes)

"I do use Lilly, Criminological Theory for CRIM 4321 because it provides a comprehensive collections of
major criminological theories that are presented in a straight forward manner in a text that is "student
friendly."  By this I mean that the information is both challenging but also in a format that is easy to read and
comprehend." (Michael S. Proctor)

"I assigned Lilly, Cullen, and Ball in this course. Being a 5th edition title, it is a culmination of the hard work
and dedication of the authors to continue to update a well crafted text.  The benefits of this book is that it
explains the social and political events which led to the development and popularity of each theory. This
allows students to grasp the somewhat discordant assumptions criminologists made over the years and better
understand the casual order of each theory. The authors have done a masterful job of framing years of
accumulated criminological theory into an approachable format." (Richard Lemke)



"In terms of readability, the 5th edition of Lilly is superior to Vold and superior in terms of coverage as
well.  Also, I really like the contextual information provided with each theory as well as the implications of
each theory, this is much better than Vold." (George Eichenberg)

"The strength of the Lilly text (compared to Siegel’s) is that it puts events and theories in historical
perspective and connects them with the individual lives of the key theorists and the larger sociopolitical
context. I also like that the Lilly text assesses the empirical validity of each currently relevant theory and
links theories with policies based on these." (Maria Tcherni)

About the Author

J. Robert Lilly is Regents Professor of Sociology/Criminology and Adjunct Professor of Law at Northern
Kentucky University. His research interests include the pattern of capital crimes committed by U.S. soldiers
during World War II, the “commercial-corrections complex,” juvenile delinquency, house arrest and
electronic monitoring, criminal justice in the People’s Republic of China, the sociology of law, and
criminological theory. He has published in Criminology, Crime & Delinquency, Social Problems, Legal
Studies Forum, Northern Kentucky Law Review, Journal of Drug Issues, The New Scholar, Adolescence,
Qualitative Sociology, Federal Probation, International Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal
Justice, Justice Quarterly, and The Howard Journal. He has coauthored several articles and book chapters
with Richard A. Ball, and he is coauthor of House Arrest and Correctional Policy: Doing Time at Home. In
2003 he published La Face Cachee Des GI’s: Les Viols commis par des soldats amercains en France, en
Angleterre et en Allemange pendat la Second Guerre mondial. It was translated into Italian and published
(2004) as Stupppi Di Guerra: Le Violenze Commesse Dai Soldati Americani in Gran Bretagna, Francia e
Germania 1942–1945. It was published in English in 2007. The latter work is part of his extensive research
on patterns of crimes and punishments experienced by U.S. soldiers in WWII in the European Theater of
War. The Hidden Face of the Liberators, a made-for-TV documentary by Program 33 (Paris), was broadcast
in Switzerland and France in March 2006 and was a finalist at the International Television Festival of Monte
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co-editor of The Howard Journal of Criminal Justice from 2006-2012.
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Edwin H. Sutherland Award.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Green:

This Criminological Theory: Context and Consequences book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This
Criminological Theory: Context and Consequences without we comprehend teach the one who reading
through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Criminological Theory:
Context and Consequences can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Criminological Theory:
Context and Consequences having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Kathy Natal:

The knowledge that you get from Criminological Theory: Context and Consequences could be the more deep
you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but Criminological Theory: Context and Consequences giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Criminological Theory: Context and
Consequences instantly.



Stanley Wells:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Criminological Theory: Context and Consequences why because the
excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

William Hayes:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just spending your
time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top collection in
your reading list is Criminological Theory: Context and Consequences. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve
you can get many advantages.
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