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Presented as a series of conversations, Evolution and Conversion is a thorough
discussion of the major tenets of Girard's thought.

René Girard is one of the most brilliant and striking intellectuals of the 20th
century. His theory on the imitative nature of desire and on the violent origin of
culture has been at the centre of the philosophical and theoretical debate since the
publication in 1971 of his seminal book: Violence and the Sacred. His reflection
on the relationship between violence and religion is one of the most original and
persuasive and, given the urgency of this issue in our contemporary world,
demands a reappraisal.

Girard, who has been hailed by Michel Serres as "the Charles Darwin" of human
sciences, is in fact one of the few thinkers in the humanities and social sciences
that takes into full consideration an evolutionary perspective to explain the
emergence of culture and institutions. The authors draw out this aspect of his
thought by foregrounding ethological, anthropological and evolutionary theories.

Methodological and epistemological systematization has also been lacking in
Girard's previous books, and by questioning him on the issue of evidence and
truth, the authors provide a convincing framework for further inquiries. In the last
chapters, Girard proposes a provocative re-reading of the Biblical texts, seen as
the culmination of an enduring process of historical awareness of the presence
and function of collective violence in our world. In fact, Girard's long argument
is a historical spiral in which the origin of culture and archaic religion is reunited
with the contemporary world by means of a reinterpretation of Christianity and
its revelation of the intrinsic violent nature of the human being.
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Presented as a series of conversations, Evolution and Conversion is a thorough discussion of the major tenets
of Girard's thought.

René Girard is one of the most brilliant and striking intellectuals of the 20th century. His theory on the
imitative nature of desire and on the violent origin of culture has been at the centre of the philosophical and
theoretical debate since the publication in 1971 of his seminal book: Violence and the Sacred. His reflection
on the relationship between violence and religion is one of the most original and persuasive and, given the
urgency of this issue in our contemporary world, demands a reappraisal.

Girard, who has been hailed by Michel Serres as "the Charles Darwin" of human sciences, is in fact one of
the few thinkers in the humanities and social sciences that takes into full consideration an evolutionary
perspective to explain the emergence of culture and institutions. The authors draw out this aspect of his
thought by foregrounding ethological, anthropological and evolutionary theories.

Methodological and epistemological systematization has also been lacking in Girard's previous books, and
by questioning him on the issue of evidence and truth, the authors provide a convincing framework for
further inquiries. In the last chapters, Girard proposes a provocative re-reading of the Biblical texts, seen as
the culmination of an enduring process of historical awareness of the presence and function of collective
violence in our world. In fact, Girard's long argument is a historical spiral in which the origin of culture and
archaic religion is reunited with the contemporary world by means of a reinterpretation of Christianity and its
revelation of the intrinsic violent nature of the human being.
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Editorial Review

Review
For those who want a lively, general introduction to the thought of this seminal religious thinker [Rene
Girard], Evolution and Conversion is a book not to be missed. Theology Girard is now well known for his
multidisciplinary writings on religion and violence ... This book develops and reassesses ideas set out thirty
years ago. Theological Book Review

About the Author
René Girard (1923-) was Andrew B. Hammond Professor Emeritus of French Language, Literature, and
Civilization at Stanford University, USA, from 1981 to his retirement in 1995. A historian, literary critic and
philosopher, he is the author of over 30 books including Violence and the Sacred.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Morris Reyna:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the
Origins of Culture will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with
you?

Lane James:

The publication with title Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origins of Culture contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era
of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Maria Gray:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular



book you have read is definitely Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origins of Culture.

Betty Jordan:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origins of Culture the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get before. The Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origins of Culture
giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your
better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?
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