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Golden Harvest or Hearts of Gold? is a collection of essays on Polish-Jewish
relations during World War II. In search of the much-debated truths about those
times - truths that are often distorted by a neo-stalinist analysis shaped by the
Soviet occupation of Poland after its capture from the Nazis - the authors present
the results of their historical research and analyses based on forensic evidence,
primary sources and documents, and testimonials. Throughout the volume, the
writers reject as extreme and indefensibly reductive two of the most popular -
and contradictory - interpretations of the relations between Poles and Jews. The
authors refer to these interpretations as the "black legend" and the "heroic
mythology." In particular, the authors directly challenge the premise of Princeton
University Professor Jan T. Gross, in his poorly documented book, Golden
Harvest (Oxford, 2012). Alleging widespread and willful looting of Jewish
homes, bodies and graves for a harvest of gold teeth, Gross perpetuates the myth
of widespread Polish collaboration with the Nazi invaders of their country,
including systematic looting of Jewish homes and cemeteries, and willful and
mass-based participation in the extermination of their Jewish countrymen in Nazi
death camps. In this book, the authors respond to Gross's "golden harvest" thesis
with a "hearts of gold" rejoinder. Using exhaustive case studies, statistical data
and archival research, the authors carefully document widespread Polish
sympathy for their doomed Jewish countrymen, and acts of heroic resistance to
the Nazis' "final solution." At a time when the simple act of sheltering a Jew for a
night, sharing some bread or water, or simply not informing the authorities meant
a death sentence for oneself and one's family, countless Polish citizens -
especially peasants in the countryside - risked their very existence to help Jews
escape and survive. Much of that heroism has taken mythological proportions to
confront the demonization of the Poles. The authors document the fiction of the
Golden Harvest and the extent of Poland's Hearts of Gold.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Marek Jan Chodakiewicz is a Professor of History and holder of the Kosciuszko Chair in Polish Studies at
the Institute of World Politics in Washington, DC. From 2005 to 2010 he was a presidential appointee on the
United States Holocaust Memorial Council, which advises the US Holocaust Museum in Washington on
commemoration of the Holocaust. Wojciech Jerzy Muszynski holds a PhD in history is a researcher at the
Institute of National memory in Warsaw, Poland. He is also editor of the scholarly historical quarterly
Glaukopis. Pawel Styrna holds a Master's degree in modern European history from the University of Illinois
at Chicago, and is a researcher at the Institute of World Politics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Salvador Swain:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Golden Harvest or Hearts of Gold?: Studies on the Wartime Fate of
Poles and Jews. Try to make the book Golden Harvest or Hearts of Gold?: Studies on the Wartime Fate of
Poles and Jews as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience
and also knowledge with this book.

James Turco:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
man or woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that
question since just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Golden Harvest or Hearts of
Gold?: Studies on the Wartime Fate of Poles and Jews to read.

Jewell Brundage:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of



those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Golden Harvest or Hearts of Gold?: Studies on the
Wartime Fate of Poles and Jews as your daily resource information.

Donna Valdez:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Golden Harvest or Hearts of Gold?: Studies on the Wartime Fate of Poles
and Jews can make you experience more interested to read.
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