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Southeast Asia consists of the countries of Brunei, Burma, Cambodia, East
Timor, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and
Vietnam. Historically, U.S. policy and diplomacy with Southeast Asia is defined
by U.S. interests in the region, whether it's maintaining free lanes of
communication through the South China Sea, gaining access to the resources and
markets of Southeast Asia, or containing the spread of Communism. Since World
War II, the U.S. has constantly been involved in conflicts in the region: providing
material and financial support for France during the First Indochina War, direct
involvement in the Vietnam War, providing support to Thailand during the Third
Indochina War, and the declaration that Southeast Asia is the second-front in the
war on terror after September 11.

The Historical Dictionary of United States-Southeast Asia Relations identifies
the key issues, individuals, and events in the history of U.S.-Southeast Asia
relations and places them in the context of the complex and dynamic regional
strategic, political, and economic processes that have fashioned the American
role in Southeast Asia. This is done through a chronology, a bibliography, an
introductory essay, appendixes, and several hundred cross-referenced dictionary
entries on key persons, places, events, institutions, and organizations.
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Southeast Asia consists of the countries of Brunei, Burma, Cambodia, East Timor, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. Historically, U.S. policy and diplomacy with
Southeast Asia is defined by U.S. interests in the region, whether it's maintaining free lanes of
communication through the South China Sea, gaining access to the resources and markets of Southeast Asia,
or containing the spread of Communism. Since World War II, the U.S. has constantly been involved in
conflicts in the region: providing material and financial support for France during the First Indochina War,
direct involvement in the Vietnam War, providing support to Thailand during the Third Indochina War, and
the declaration that Southeast Asia is the second-front in the war on terror after September 11.

The Historical Dictionary of United States-Southeast Asia Relations identifies the key issues, individuals,
and events in the history of U.S.-Southeast Asia relations and places them in the context of the complex and
dynamic regional strategic, political, and economic processes that have fashioned the American role in
Southeast Asia. This is done through a chronology, a bibliography, an introductory essay, appendixes, and
several hundred cross-referenced dictionary entries on key persons, places, events, institutions, and
organizations.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Seventh in the series Historical Dictionaries of U.S. Diplomacy, this volume details U.S. foreign relations
with 11 Southeast Asian nations—Brunei, Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia, East Timor, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. Period coverage is primarily from the
nineteenth century to the present. The heart of this source is the collection of 480 or so entries, of which
about one-third covers people. Author Weatherbee (University of South Carolina) includes academics,
activists, clergy, foreign-service workers, heads of state, military officers, terrorists, and others. Additional
entries cover events, key documents, and organizations and agencies as well as general topics such as Boat
people, Environmental issues, Human rights, Religious freedom, and Vietnam syndrome. Entries in general
range from 75 to 250 words, with some exceptions. The longest entries are devoted to countries. For
example, the article on Thailand is 7 pages. Although country entries do provide some background
information (e.g., economy, geography, early history), emphasis is placed on topics related to U.S. foreign
relations. For example, the article on East Timor (2.5 pages), described as “about the size of Vermont” and
the “poorest state in Southeast Asia” with a history of colonial rule, informs readers about USAID programs,
a status of forces agreement, and U.S. representation in East Timor independence celebrations. Weatherbee
includes a modern map of East Asia; a chronology; a 25-page introductory historical survey; a list of U.S.
presidents, secretaries of state, and assistant secretaries of state for East Asian and Pacific Affairs
(1950–2007); and a 27-page unannotated bibliography. The Dictionary of American Foreign Affairs
(1993), with about 1,400 entries, covers some of the same topics but is older, doesn’t include country entries,
and lacks the Southeast Asian focus of Weatherbee’s dictionary. Suitable for large public and academic
libraries. --Stephen Fadel

Review
Reading about this topic can be confusing, which is why a dictionary such as this one is so useful....This is a
required item for Asian collections, and is certainly suitable for other academic and large public libraries.
(American Reference Books Annual)

Suitable for large public and academic libraries. (Booklist, November 15, 2008)

About the Author
Donald E. Weatherbee is the Donald S. Russell Distinguished Professor Emeritus at the University of South
Carolina.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Vazquez:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Historical
Dictionary of United States-Southeast Asia Relations (Historical Dictionaries of Diplomacy and Foreign
Relations), you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Carlos Reese:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Historical Dictionary of United States-
Southeast Asia Relations (Historical Dictionaries of Diplomacy and Foreign Relations) guide written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Historical Dictionary of United States-Southeast Asia
Relations (Historical Dictionaries of Diplomacy and Foreign Relations) as good book not only by the cover
but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

May Davidson:

This Historical Dictionary of United States-Southeast Asia Relations (Historical Dictionaries of Diplomacy
and Foreign Relations) is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it
relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having little bit of digest in reading this Historical Dictionary of United States-Southeast Asia Relations
(Historical Dictionaries of Diplomacy and Foreign Relations) can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Sean Ward:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims
Historical Dictionary of United States-Southeast Asia Relations (Historical Dictionaries of Diplomacy and
Foreign Relations).
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