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This book examines the decade in office of the Justice and Development Party
(AKP) and its efforts to transform the Turkish republic toward a more Islamist-
oriented system. If it succeeds, Turkey’s dramatic shift will be the most
important change in the Middle East power balance since the 1979 Iranian
revolution and will have equally devastating effects on Western interests.

For more than 80 years Turkey has been ruled by the secular democratic
structures created by Kemal Ataturk. Now, however, the rise of the Justice and
Development Party (AKP) and its series of electoral victories are creating a new
system. Whilst portraying itself as a centre-right reform party, the AKP has been
accused of having an Islamist agenda. After almost a decade in power, there is
serious evidence that this claim is true. At home, the AKP has been changing
basic Turkish attitudes and institutions, from buying up a large portion of the
country’s media to revising its laws, and even taking the lead in the writing of a
new constitution. Internationally, Turkey has moved away from the West and
Israel toward Iran and radical Islamist groups. While its intentions—and ability
to fulfil them—are still unclear, the AKP has been leading the most important
transformation of Turkey since the formation of the republic after World War I.
This book systematically examines the AKP’s ideology, support base, actions in
office, and goals.

This book was published as a special issue of the Turkish Studies.
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This book examines the decade in office of the Justice and Development Party (AKP) and its efforts to
transform the Turkish republic toward a more Islamist-oriented system. If it succeeds, Turkey’s dramatic
shift will be the most important change in the Middle East power balance since the 1979 Iranian revolution
and will have equally devastating effects on Western interests.

For more than 80 years Turkey has been ruled by the secular democratic structures created by Kemal
Ataturk. Now, however, the rise of the Justice and Development Party (AKP) and its series of electoral
victories are creating a new system. Whilst portraying itself as a centre-right reform party, the AKP has been
accused of having an Islamist agenda. After almost a decade in power, there is serious evidence that this
claim is true. At home, the AKP has been changing basic Turkish attitudes and institutions, from buying up a
large portion of the country’s media to revising its laws, and even taking the lead in the writing of a new
constitution. Internationally, Turkey has moved away from the West and Israel toward Iran and radical
Islamist groups. While its intentions—and ability to fulfil them—are still unclear, the AKP has been leading
the most important transformation of Turkey since the formation of the republic after World War I. This
book systematically examines the AKP’s ideology, support base, actions in office, and goals.

This book was published as a special issue of the Turkish Studies.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Barry Rubin is the Director of the Global Research in International Affairs (GLORIA) Center; a senior
fellow at the International Policy Institute for Counter-Terrorism and Professor at the Interdisciplinary
Center (IDC) in Herzliya, Israel. He is the editor of the journal Turkish Studies; the editor of The Middle East
Review of International Affairs (MERIA). His many books include The Long War for Freedom: The Arab
Struggle for Democracy in the Middle East (2005), Hating America: A History (2004) and The Tragedy of
the Middle East (2002).

Birol Yesilada is Professor of Political Science and International Studies and holder of the Contemporary
Turkish Studies Chair at Portland State University. He is co-editor-in-chief of International Studies
Perspectives. He is the author of Comparative Political Parties and Party Elites and co-editor of The
Political and Socioeconomic Transformation of Turkey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sally Watts:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Islamization of
Turkey under the AKP Rule? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Eleanor Rowe:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Islamization of Turkey under
the AKP Rule to read.

Amy Sims:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill



your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Islamization of Turkey under the AKP Rule can be very good book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

John Householder:

This Islamization of Turkey under the AKP Rule is great e-book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Islamization of Turkey
under the AKP Rule in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this publication
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?
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