
The Cosmopolites: The Coming of the Global
Citizen (Columbia Global Reports)

By Atossa Araxia Abrahamian

The Cosmopolites: The Coming of the Global Citizen (Columbia Global
Reports) By Atossa Araxia Abrahamian

The buying and selling of citizenship has become a legitimate, thriving business
in just a few years. Entrepreneurs are renouncing America and Europe in favor of
tax havens in the Caribbean with the help of a cottage industry of lawyers,
bankers, and consultants that specialize in expatriation. But as journalist Atossa
Araxia Abrahamian discovered, the story of twenty-first century citizenship is
bigger than millionaires buying their second or third passport. When she learned
that mysterious middlemen had persuaded the Comoro Islands to turn to selling
citizenship as a new source of revenue, she decided to follow the money trail to
the Middle East. There, she found that officials in the oil-rich United Arab
Emirates had bulk-ordered passports for their bidoon, or stateless population,
transforming these men, women, and children without countries into Comorian
citizens practically overnight. In her timely and eye-opening first book,
Abrahamian travels the globe to meet these willing and unwitting
"cosmopolites," or citizens of the world, who show us how transactional and
unpredictable national citizenship in the twenty-first century can be.
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cottage industry of lawyers, bankers, and consultants that specialize in expatriation. But as journalist Atossa
Araxia Abrahamian discovered, the story of twenty-first century citizenship is bigger than millionaires
buying their second or third passport. When she learned that mysterious middlemen had persuaded the
Comoro Islands to turn to selling citizenship as a new source of revenue, she decided to follow the money
trail to the Middle East. There, she found that officials in the oil-rich United Arab Emirates had bulk-ordered
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Editorial Review

Review

A New York Times Book Review Editor's Choice

"Writing with pace and passion, Abrahamian, an opinion editor at Al Jazeera America, weaves together her
narratives with considerable journalistic flair. She intertwines [her narratives with] the ancient idea of
cosmopolitan citizenship and its idealistic modern advocates. She sees the growing market in citizenship as
the corruption and commercialization of this idea by a global business elite."
—Richard Bellamy, The New York Times Book Review

"A perceptive, brilliantly reported investigation into the ways in which the forces of globalization are
fundamentally changing the conceptualization and practice of nationality. This is that rare thing: a book
filled with news."
-- Joseph O'Neill, author of Netherland and The Dog

"Atossa Araxia Abrahamian is a 21st-century Diogenes of Canadian, Iranian,and Swiss citizenship who has
written a sharp, compelling, and often humorous book about the evolution of citizenship and the rise of a
new form of statelessness. As she contends in The Cosmopolites, if in the 21st century 'the nation is being
called into question as a result of globalizing technology, trade and crisis, it makes perfect sense for our
connection and allegiance to the nation to be challenged too.' A cosmopolite is a global citizen who manages
to be 'of the world without belonging anywhere within it,' she writes, all the while exploring and challenging
the parameters that determine who among us gets to be global." -- The Nation

"Can cosmopolitanism advance human rights and claim high-minded ideals, when muddled, exploitative
politics often follow in its wake? Abrahamian's reporting is not a call to dispense altogether with the
contradictions of the modern nation-state. Rather, it is a clearer demand for a better set of contradictions,
which support the identities and participation of people who are now stateless living in societies that seek to
expel them."
-- The New Republic

"It's an intriguing, thoroughly reported look at the evolution of nationality and citizenship, and how the latter
is quickly becoming a marketable commodity to the world's well-heeled jet set, while remaining
heartbreakingly out of reach for those who need it most."
-- Quartz

"Abrahamian's meticulous and intricate examination excels, and not just in its focus on the capitalist
middlemen...Instead, her story, like most modern tales of the global economy in the age of income
inequality, vacillates between the haves and the have-nots, the 'one percent' and everyone else."
-- Pacific Standard

"A fiercely reported case study of the 'financialization' of citizenship and the burgeoning global business of
buying and selling passports."
-- Politico Europe



"This fascinating and lucid bit of reportage investigates the birth of the citizenship industry, in which tax
havens and micro-nations sell passports to Middle Eastern millionaires, stateless populations, and the new
'international' class which occupies a new world without boundaries or state-imposed limits."
--Believer

"A sharp, insightful expose of the world of the stateless....a fascinating, eminently readable exploration of
contemporary citizenship and concepts of statehood. Readers will be deeply intrigued by the connections she
draws and the implications of the modern movement away from statehood and nationalism, and eager to
learn more when this quick read is over."
-- Publishers Weekly

"Abrahamian's fluently told, fast-paced story takes her around the world, into dark corners such as the
passport industry ('You can never be too rich, too thin, or have too many passports') and refugee processing
centers, and it ends on a dark note suggesting that anyone seeking a new country who doesn't arrive with a
thick wallet is likely to be turned away--or worse. A slim but powerful book of great interest."
--Kirkus Reviews

About the Author

Atossa Araxia Abrahamian is an opinion editor at Al Jazeera America and a contributing editor at The New
Inquiry and Dissent. Her writing has appeared in The New York Times, New York Magazine, the London
Review of Books, and other publications. A former reporter for Reuters, she is a citizen of Canada,
Switzerland, and Iran, and lives in Brooklyn, NY.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Georgia Martinez:

The book The Cosmopolites: The Coming of the Global Citizen (Columbia Global Reports) make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading
a book The Cosmopolites: The Coming of the Global Citizen (Columbia Global Reports) to get your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide The Cosmopolites:
The Coming of the Global Citizen (Columbia Global Reports). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Shawn Jones:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this The Cosmopolites:
The Coming of the Global Citizen (Columbia Global Reports).



Amy Zambrano:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Cosmopolites: The
Coming of the Global Citizen (Columbia Global Reports) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The Cosmopolites: The Coming
of the Global Citizen (Columbia Global Reports) become your personal starter.

Patrice Lach:

This The Cosmopolites: The Coming of the Global Citizen (Columbia Global Reports) is new way for you
who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this The Cosmopolites: The Coming of the Global Citizen (Columbia Global Reports) can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These
books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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