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Adolf Behne (1885-1948) was one of the most incisive and eloquent theorists of
modernism. His critique of the Bauhaus aided in changing the direction of that
institution, and his assault on expressionist tendencies helped turn German
architectural theory in a more sachlich, or practical, direction. The Modern
Functional Building, written in 1923, clarifies the ideals of German modernism
at their very inception, especially the crucial distinction between functionalism,
rationalism, and utilitarianism. This seminal text conveys the grit and complexity
of early modernist aspirations and will be essential reading for anyone interested
in this phase of the modern discourse.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
In 1923 German architect Behne wrote this perceptive account of modern architecture, precisely in its
birthplace at the time it was born. Behne was an enthusiastic critic and no blind advocate of the new style.
Consequently, his account conveys all the richness and complexity of the movement at the very moment it
precipitated into what became known, rather blandly, as The International Style. Robinson has produced a
skillful translation, making this work readily available in English for the first time; Rosemarie Haag Bletter's
(art history and modern German studies, CUNY) introduction contextualizes the text. This scholarly work is
part of the Getty Institute's publication program devoted to original texts and documents in the field of
architecture, and it belongs in all academic architecture collections.?Peter Kaufman, Boston Architectural
Ctr.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Language Notes
Text: English
Original Language: German

About the Author

Michael F. Robinson is associate professor of history at the University of Hartford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Lussier:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Modern Functional Building (1926) (Texts and
Documents Series) as your daily resource information.

Effie Morris:

The reason? Because this The Modern Functional Building (1926) (Texts and Documents Series) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret
it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I



have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Billy Smith:

This The Modern Functional Building (1926) (Texts and Documents Series) is great book for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can
point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having The Modern Functional Building (1926) (Texts and Documents Series) in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Sandra Birk:

The book untitled The Modern Functional Building (1926) (Texts and Documents Series) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by
famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site
along with order it. Have a nice examine.
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