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Published in Germany in 1920, Sammy Gronemann’s satirical novel set in 1903
at the time of the Sixth Zionist Congress follows the life of a baptized Jew, Heinz
Lehnsen, as he negotiates legal entanglements, German culture, religious
differences, and Zionist aspirations. A chance encounter with a long-lost cousin
from a shtetl in Russia further complicates the plot and challenges the characters’
notions of Jewish identity and their belief in the claims of the Zionist movement.
Gronemann's humor and compassion slyly expose the foibles and contradictions
of human behavior. With deep insight into German society, German-Jewish
culture, and antisemitism, Utter Chaos paints a highly entertaining portrait of
German Jews at the beginning of the twentieth century.
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Editorial Review

Review

"First published in 1920 and set 17 years earlier, Gronemann's newly translated novel blends satiric humor
and an eerie sense of foreboding in relating the efforts of European Jews to assimilate at a wildly contentious
and confusing time...A free-wheeling Jewish comic novel before its time, this artfully contained commentary
on Jewish life in Europe in the early 1900s makes a welcome reappearance." ?Kirkus Reviews

"Sammy Gronemann's 1920 German-language novel is an important literary and historical document of the
Jewish experience in early twentieth-century Central and Eastern Europe. Penny Milbouer has produced a
high-quality, highly readable translation." ?Jonathan Skolnik, author of Jewish Pasts, German Fictions:
History, Memory, and Minority Culture in Germany, 1824–1955

"Sammy Gronemann is a forgotten classic among German-Jewish authors." ?Michael Brenner, American
University

About the Author

Sammy Gronemann (1875–1952) was a lawyer, Zionist, and writer in Germany. He coedited a satirical
Zionist magazine and served as a translator in Europe during World War I. He was the son of rabbi and an
observant Jew, though he attacked many aspects of the ultra-Orthodox movement. He emigrated to Palestine
in 1936. His play, The King and the Cobbler, was a smash hit in Tel Aviv in 1943.

Penny Milbouer is translator of Michael Wieck's A Childhood under Hitler and Stalin: Memoires of a
"Certified" Jew and Maria Roselli's The Asbestos Lie: The Past and Present of an Industrial Catastrophe.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kristen Clifford:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Utter Chaos (Jewish
Literature and Culture). All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.



Eugene Brown:

The ability that you get from Utter Chaos (Jewish Literature and Culture) is a more deep you looking the
information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but Utter Chaos (Jewish Literature and Culture) giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having that Utter Chaos (Jewish Literature and Culture) instantly.

Albert Fragoso:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Utter Chaos (Jewish Literature and Culture) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get previous to. The Utter Chaos (Jewish Literature and Culture) giving you an additional experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So
now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Peggy Gillman:

Utter Chaos (Jewish Literature and Culture) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Utter Chaos (Jewish Literature and
Culture) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data
that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial
thinking.
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