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Focusing on three important interrelated issues, Women and Civil Society in
Turkey challenges the classical definition, developed in the West, of civil society
as an equivalent of the public sphere in which women are excluded. First it
shows how feminist movements have developed a new definition of civil society
to include women. Second it draws attention to the role of women in the
modernization of Turkey with special reference to the debate on the possibility of
an indigenous feminist movement. Finally, it underlines the contribution of
feminist, Islamic and Kurdish women’s movements in the transition from an
ideologically constructed, uniform public sphere to a multi-public domain.
Giving attention to the influence of diverse women’s movements over Turkish
political values this book sheds light into the issue of how a feminine civil
society has been constructed as part of a plural public space in Turkey. Ã–mer
Ã‡aha argues that this new public realm is the product of values and institutions
which have been developed by diverse women’s groups who have succeeded in
eliminating the traditional barricades between public and domestic spheres and in
steering women into public life without sacrificing their own values.
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Focusing on three important interrelated issues, Women and Civil Society in Turkey challenges the classical
definition, developed in the West, of civil society as an equivalent of the public sphere in which women are
excluded. First it shows how feminist movements have developed a new definition of civil society to include
women. Second it draws attention to the role of women in the modernization of Turkey with special
reference to the debate on the possibility of an indigenous feminist movement. Finally, it underlines the
contribution of feminist, Islamic and Kurdish women’s movements in the transition from an ideologically
constructed, uniform public sphere to a multi-public domain. Giving attention to the influence of diverse
women’s movements over Turkish political values this book sheds light into the issue of how a feminine
civil society has been constructed as part of a plural public space in Turkey. Ã–mer Ã‡aha argues that this
new public realm is the product of values and institutions which have been developed by diverse women’s
groups who have succeeded in eliminating the traditional barricades between public and domestic spheres
and in steering women into public life without sacrificing their own values.
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Editorial Review

Review
'A timely book on a highly important topic. Professor Caha discusses three branches of feminism in Turkey
during the last thirty years: the liberal branch, the Islamic feminist movement, and the Kurdish women's
groups. Although a meticulous scholar, the author is not just a neutral analyst but an engaged writer deeply
committed to a social vision where women are given their rightful place.'Fred Dallmayr, University of Notre
Dame, USA

About the Author
Ã–mer Ã‡aha is Professor of Political Science at Yildiz Technical University, Department of Political
Science and International Relations, Istanbul, Turkey. He is interested in such issues as democratization,
civil society, political behaviors, social movements and women’s movements.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Walker:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Women and Civil Society in Turkey: Women's
Movements in a Muslim Society can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these guides have than the others?

Michael Herndon:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Women and Civil Society in Turkey: Women's Movements in
a Muslim Society can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have
thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Women
and Civil Society in Turkey: Women's Movements in a Muslim Society.

Patricia Baker:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve Women and Civil Society in Turkey: Women's Movements in a
Muslim Society was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know



how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Melinda McKinney:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Women and Civil Society in Turkey:
Women's Movements in a Muslim Society to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make
you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the guide Women and Civil Society in
Turkey: Women's Movements in a Muslim Society can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone
and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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