
A Guide to Implementation Research (Urban
Institute Press)

By Alan Werner

A Guide to Implementation Research (Urban Institute Press) By Alan
Werner

The 1990s’ historic welfare reform legislation shifted U.S. social policy
institutions from a bureaucratic, centralized mode for income transfer, to a
“professional” mode aimed at complex behavioral change. The evaluation
community has responded with a shift from traditional impact analyses to
implementation studies that get to the heart of this more flexible structure. A
Guide to Implementation Research, by Alan Werner, is the first volume to offer
comprehensive, practical advice on conducting implementation studies in the
context of program evaluation. The first chapter presents an introduction to
implementation research and an overview of how to organize and conduct an
implementation study. Chapter Two covers the variety of data needs and data
collection techniques encountered in Implementation Research. Chapter Three
describes how to organize the data to document program implementation and
results. Chapter Four covers approaches to assess and explain program
implementation. Each chapter contains multiple examples from the research
literature as well as the work of professional evaluators. For students and
practitioners of evaluation research, this book is a complete, concise, and
essential guide.
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The 1990s’ historic welfare reform legislation shifted U.S. social policy institutions from a bureaucratic,
centralized mode for income transfer, to a “professional” mode aimed at complex behavioral change. The
evaluation community has responded with a shift from traditional impact analyses to implementation studies
that get to the heart of this more flexible structure. A Guide to Implementation Research, by Alan Werner, is
the first volume to offer comprehensive, practical advice on conducting implementation studies in the
context of program evaluation. The first chapter presents an introduction to implementation research and an
overview of how to organize and conduct an implementation study. Chapter Two covers the variety of data
needs and data collection techniques encountered in Implementation Research. Chapter Three describes how
to organize the data to document program implementation and results. Chapter Four covers approaches to
assess and explain program implementation. Each chapter contains multiple examples from the research
literature as well as the work of professional evaluators. For students and practitioners of evaluation research,
this book is a complete, concise, and essential guide.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Clear and concise, Werner's Guide culls into a very accessible and illuminating format the wisdom of
generations of field researchers." -- Sandra K. Danziger, Professor of Social Work and Research Professor
of Public Policy, University of Michigan

"My guess is that there will soon be well-worn copies [of this book] on many field researchers' desks." --
Fred Doolittle, Vice President and Director of the Policy Research and Evaluation
Department, MDRC
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About the Author
Alan Werner is a principal associate at Abt Associates, Inc., where for the past 18 years he has designed and
conducted numerous large-scale comprehensive evaluations for state and federal agencies. His principal
policy areas are welfare reform and employment policy for low-income workers. Before coming to Abt
Associates, Dr. Werner was the director of research for the Massachusetts Department of Public Welfare. He
has also conducted research and taught courses in the history of social welfare policy and in ethics and public
policy at the Florence Heller School for Advanced Studies in Social Welfare at Brandeis University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Carter:

The book A Guide to Implementation Research (Urban Institute Press) can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing
like a book A Guide to Implementation Research (Urban Institute Press)? A few of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book A Guide to Implementation Research (Urban Institute Press) has
simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by
wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Michele Reynolds:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to



make these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This A Guide to Implementation
Research (Urban Institute Press) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Gerald Sosa:

A Guide to Implementation Research (Urban Institute Press) can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing A Guide to
Implementation Research (Urban Institute Press) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

John Bonilla:

You will get this A Guide to Implementation Research (Urban Institute Press) by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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