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Geoff Kirby’s passion for astronomy started in 1943 when, as a small child living
in bomb shattered London, he watched Nazi ‘Doodlebug’ missiles flying to
deliver death and destruction against the backdrop of the night sky in blacked out
London. The following seven decades of enthusiasm for the heavens have been
captured in this book of six hundred generously illustrated pages. He shares with
aspiring, as well as experienced observers of the universe, advice on choosing
binoculars and telescopes as well as observing the Moon, Sun, planets, stars and
artificial satellites. Geoff has built several telescopes, observatories and camera
guiding systems. The emphasis has always been on producing well-performing
equipment at low cost using mainly second-hand materials. This has enabled him
to study the heavens with substantial equipment on a low budget. He describes
his astronomically-themed travels around observatories in the USA and the
Canary Islands. This included observing through the huge 660 mm aperture
refractor in Washington DC with which the moons of Mars were discovered by
Asaph Hall in 1877. Over forty astronomically themed projects are described
which can be pursued either individually or by groups of astronomy club
members. Many of these projects require nothing more than the unaided eye or
binoculars and are suitable for inspiring both children and adults into looking up
and enjoying the heavens. The dark hemisphere of Britain’s most famous
amateur astronomer, Sir Patrick Moore is illuminated. Racist, misogynist, hater
of Germans and fantasist about a ‘dead’ fiancée as well as some of his wartime
exploits, Patrick also had a generous hemisphere which left him in old age with
insufficient savings to pay for his care until Brian May stepped in. In the last
chapters of this entertaining and inspiring book Geoff describes his investigations
of astrology and UFOs. There are 450 easy to follow references to guide readers
towards other sources of information and inspiration.
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low budget. He describes his astronomically-themed travels around observatories in the USA and the Canary
Islands. This included observing through the huge 660 mm aperture refractor in Washington DC with which
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projects require nothing more than the unaided eye or binoculars and are suitable for inspiring both children
and adults into looking up and enjoying the heavens. The dark hemisphere of Britain’s most famous amateur
astronomer, Sir Patrick Moore is illuminated. Racist, misogynist, hater of Germans and fantasist about a
‘dead’ fiancée as well as some of his wartime exploits, Patrick also had a generous hemisphere which left
him in old age with insufficient savings to pay for his care until Brian May stepped in. In the last chapters of
this entertaining and inspiring book Geoff describes his investigations of astrology and UFOs. There are 450
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this An Amateur Astronomer’s Life: Seven Decades
Of Enthusiasm For The Heavens to read.

David Conover:

This An Amateur Astronomer’s Life: Seven Decades Of Enthusiasm For The Heavens tend to be reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this An Amateur Astronomer’s
Life: Seven Decades Of Enthusiasm For The Heavens can be among the great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that might be will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this An Amateur Astronomer’s Life: Seven Decades
Of Enthusiasm For The Heavens giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Chris Wolf:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The An Amateur
Astronomer’s Life: Seven Decades Of Enthusiasm For The Heavens offer you a new experience in reading a
book.

Nathaniel Mathis:

Beside this specific An Amateur Astronomer’s Life: Seven Decades Of Enthusiasm For The Heavens in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the



knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have An Amateur Astronomer’s Life: Seven Decades Of
Enthusiasm For The Heavens because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from at this
point!
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