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Bestiaries are a particularly characteristic product of medieval England, and
afford insight into the medieval mind. Richly illuminated and lavishly produced,
they were luxury objects designed for noble families. Their three-fold purpose
was to provide a natural history of birds, beasts and fish; to draw moral examples
from animal behaviour, like the industrious bee and the stubborn ass; and to
reveal a mystical meaning, for instance, the phoenix as a symbol of Christ's
resurrection. Bestiaries drew their inspiration from classical sources, to which
were added very early Christianized versions of the work of natural historians.
Thus, unreal animals and whimsical names derive from travellers' tales, from the
symbolism of oriental art and from misunderstood observations of animal
behaviour, giving form to the mysterious unicorn, the man-eating manticore and
the phoenix-phenomenon of "anting" in birds. Mixed with this are descriptions of
familiar and readily recognizable creatures. It is the combination of engaging text
and a vividly depicted animal world, put together with an entirely serious
purpose, that makes bestiaries objects of such fascination. This "Bestiary", MS
Bodley 764 in the Bodleian Library in Oxford, was produced around the middle
of the 13th century, and there are some clues to the patron who commissioned it
in the heraldry incorporated in the artist's work. Whomever it was, the resulting
manuscript is of singular beauty and interest. The lively illustrations have the
freedom and naturalistic quality of the later Gothic style, and make dazzling use
of colour. This book reproduces the 136 illuminations to the same size and in the
same place as the original manuscript, the text being fitted around them. Richard
Barber's translation from the original Latin is a delight to read, reflecting the
manuscript's serious intent with a feeling for the underlying charm of the beasts
as seen by the medieval world.
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Bestiaries are a particularly characteristic product of medieval England, and afford insight into the medieval
mind. Richly illuminated and lavishly produced, they were luxury objects designed for noble families. Their
three-fold purpose was to provide a natural history of birds, beasts and fish; to draw moral examples from
animal behaviour, like the industrious bee and the stubborn ass; and to reveal a mystical meaning, for
instance, the phoenix as a symbol of Christ's resurrection. Bestiaries drew their inspiration from classical
sources, to which were added very early Christianized versions of the work of natural historians. Thus,
unreal animals and whimsical names derive from travellers' tales, from the symbolism of oriental art and
from misunderstood observations of animal behaviour, giving form to the mysterious unicorn, the man-
eating manticore and the phoenix-phenomenon of "anting" in birds. Mixed with this are descriptions of
familiar and readily recognizable creatures. It is the combination of engaging text and a vividly depicted
animal world, put together with an entirely serious purpose, that makes bestiaries objects of such fascination.
This "Bestiary", MS Bodley 764 in the Bodleian Library in Oxford, was produced around the middle of the
13th century, and there are some clues to the patron who commissioned it in the heraldry incorporated in the
artist's work. Whomever it was, the resulting manuscript is of singular beauty and interest. The lively
illustrations have the freedom and naturalistic quality of the later Gothic style, and make dazzling use of
colour. This book reproduces the 136 illuminations to the same size and in the same place as the original
manuscript, the text being fitted around them. Richard Barber's translation from the original Latin is a delight
to read, reflecting the manuscript's serious intent with a feeling for the underlying charm of the beasts as seen
by the medieval world.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English
Original Language: Latin

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Kiser:

Here thing why this Bestiary: Being an English Version of the Bodleian Library, Oxford M.S. Bodley 764
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content from
it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Bestiary: Being an English Version of the Bodleian
Library, Oxford M.S. Bodley 764 giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no publication that similar with Bestiary: Being an English Version of the
Bodleian Library, Oxford M.S. Bodley 764. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about
the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Bestiary: Being an English Version of the Bodleian Library,
Oxford M.S. Bodley 764 in e-book can be your option.

Paul Norris:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Bestiary: Being an English Version of the Bodleian Library, Oxford M.S.
Bodley 764 book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want
to supply to you. The writer connected with Bestiary: Being an English Version of the Bodleian Library,
Oxford M.S. Bodley 764 content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Bestiary: Being an English Version of the Bodleian Library, Oxford M.S. Bodley 764 is not loveable to be
your top collection reading book?

Jaime Howell:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Bestiary: Being an English
Version of the Bodleian Library, Oxford M.S. Bodley 764 is kind of publication which is giving the reader



erratic experience.

Todd James:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Bestiary: Being an English Version of the Bodleian
Library, Oxford M.S. Bodley 764 as your daily resource information.
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