
Living with the Devil: A Meditation on Good
and Evil

By Stephen Batchelor

Living with the Devil: A Meditation on Good and Evil By Stephen Batchelor

A bestselling Buddhist philosopher offers a personal meditation of extraordinary
insight.

Whether we are religious or not, the Devil-evil incarnate-is a concept that can
still strike fear in our hearts. What if he does exist? What if he is causing all our
problems in his determination to keep us from reaching our full potential?

Stephen Batchelor takes the concept of the Devil out of literature and history and
brings him to life in his many forms and guises: the flatterer, the playmate, the
caring friend, the stranger who offers rest and solace, the person who knows you
best and shows you your greatness in the world. And, most of all, as the great
obstructer that blocks all paths to goodness and true humility.

For the first time, Batchelor fuses Western literature-Milton, Keats, Baudelaire-
with Buddhism and the Judeo-Christian traditions in a poetic exploration of the
struggle with the concept and reality of evil. Living with the Devil reveals the
voice of a new poet and philosopher for our times.
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A bestselling Buddhist philosopher offers a personal meditation of extraordinary insight.

Whether we are religious or not, the Devil-evil incarnate-is a concept that can still strike fear in our hearts.
What if he does exist? What if he is causing all our problems in his determination to keep us from reaching
our full potential?

Stephen Batchelor takes the concept of the Devil out of literature and history and brings him to life in his
many forms and guises: the flatterer, the playmate, the caring friend, the stranger who offers rest and solace,
the person who knows you best and shows you your greatness in the world. And, most of all, as the great
obstructer that blocks all paths to goodness and true humility.

For the first time, Batchelor fuses Western literature-Milton, Keats, Baudelaire-with Buddhism and the
Judeo-Christian traditions in a poetic exploration of the struggle with the concept and reality of evil. Living
with the Devil reveals the voice of a new poet and philosopher for our times.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The author of Buddhism Without Beliefs and a former monk in the Tibetan and Zen traditions, Batchelor
works to reconcile the fears, desires, and compulsions of the ego (the devil or Mara) with the certainty of
death. Drawing on a rich variety of literature, religious tradition and history, Batchelor demonstrates how the
anguish associated with the transient nature of life has preoccupied humans for centuries: Job wrestles with
his fate; Pascal's writings reflect his dread at being expelled from the universe when his existence would
eventually come to a close. Surveying responses to this intractable problem, Batchelor concludes that
mankind has always relied on the temptations of the devil to still anxiety and create an aura of permanence.
Compulsive activities, lustful behavior and behaving violently and destructively to others are all evils that
stem from Mara. Overcoming these feelings and pursuing the way of love and compassion, for Batchelor,
rests on one's ability to make peace with the devil and nourish one's "Buddha nature." Although he explores
a number of philosophies, Batchelor's focus is on the path to nirvana (a cessation of desires) forged by
Siddhartha Gautama, an Indian prince and the historical Buddha, whose life and thinking are presented in
some detail. Some of the references will be obscure to neophytes, but Batchelor's genuine concern and desire
for a better world come through clearly.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author
Stephen Batchelor is a former monk in the Tibetan and Zen traditions. He has translated and written several
books on Buddhism, including Shantideva's A Guide to the Bodhisattva's Way of Life, Alone with Others,
The Faith to Doubt, The Tibet Guide (winner of the 1988 Thomas Cook Award), and The Awakening of the
West (joint winner of the 1994 Tricycle Award).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Whisler:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
eligible Living with the Devil: A Meditation on Good and Evil? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Ronald Smith:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Living with the Devil: A
Meditation on Good and Evil. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet



resources or other social media.

William Bixby:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Living with the
Devil: A Meditation on Good and Evil book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Juan Crowe:

You may get this Living with the Devil: A Meditation on Good and Evil by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book.
In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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