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Much of the scholarship on the book of Kings has focused on questions of the
historicity of the events described. Alison L. Joseph turns her attention instead to
the literary characterization of Israel’s kings. By examining the narrative
techniques used in the Deuteronomistic History to portray Israel’s kings, Joseph
shows that the Deuteronomist in the days of the Josianic Reform constructed
David as a model of adherence to the covenant, and Jeroboam, conversely, as the
ideal opposite of David. The redactor further characterized other kings along one
or the other of these two models. The resulting narrative functions didactically, as
if instructing kings and the people of Judah regarding the consequences of
disobedience. Attention to characterization through prototype also allows Joseph
to identify differences between pre-exilic and exilic redactions in the
Deuteronomistic History, bolstering and also revising the view advanced by
Frank Moore Cross. The result is a deepened understanding of the worldview and
theology of the Deuteronomistic historians.
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described. Alison L. Joseph turns her attention instead to the literary characterization of Israel’s kings. By
examining the narrative techniques used in the Deuteronomistic History to portray Israel’s kings, Joseph
shows that the Deuteronomist in the days of the Josianic Reform constructed David as a model of adherence
to the covenant, and Jeroboam, conversely, as the ideal opposite of David. The redactor further characterized
other kings along one or the other of these two models. The resulting narrative functions didactically, as if
instructing kings and the people of Judah regarding the consequences of disobedience. Attention to
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redactions in the Deuteronomistic History, bolstering and also revising the view advanced by Frank Moore
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Editorial Review

Review
"This highly readable volume is written within the parameters of Cross's well-known approach to the
Deuteronomistic History (i.e., Dtr1 and Dtr2). Instructors who teach top-undergraduate courses that
emphasize this approach will find this book particularly useful, and the same holds true for the educated
reader who would like to know more about this approach to the Deuteronomistic History." --Ehud Ben Zvi,
University of Alberta

About the Author
Alison L. Joseph is a Visiting Assistant Professor at Towson University in the department of Philosophy and
Religious Studies. She has been named a recipient of the 2016 Manfred Lautenschlaeger Award for
Theological Promise for her work in Portrait of the Kings. Dr. Joseph has previously taught at Villanova
University and the Jewish Theological Seminary. She has also been a visiting professor at Haverford
College. She holds a PhD in Hebrew Bible and Jewish Studies from the University of California, Berkeley.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary McKay:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Portrait of the Kings: The Davidic Prototype in
Deuteronomistic Poetics. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important any book Portrait of the Kings: The Davidic Prototype in Deuteronomistic Poetics.
You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Amanda Bell:

The book untitled Portrait of the Kings: The Davidic Prototype in Deuteronomistic Poetics is the publication
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Portrait of the Kings: The Davidic Prototype in Deuteronomistic
Poetics from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Christi Shoup:

Beside this kind of Portrait of the Kings: The Davidic Prototype in Deuteronomistic Poetics in your phone, it



can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune.
It is good thing to have Portrait of the Kings: The Davidic Prototype in Deuteronomistic Poetics because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get
what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book as
well as read it from right now!

Liza Serrano:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Portrait of the Kings: The Davidic
Prototype in Deuteronomistic Poetics or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Portrait of the Kings: The Davidic Prototype in Deuteronomistic
Poetics to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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