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All Americans, liberal or conservative, religious or not, can agree that religious
freedom, anchored in conscience rights, is foundational to the U.S. democratic
experiment. But what freedom of conscience means, what its scope and limits
are, according to the Constitution—these are matters for heated debate. At a
moment when such questions loom ever larger in the nation’s contentious politics
and fraught policy-making process, this timely book offers invaluable historical,
empirical, philosophical, and analytical insight into the American constitutional
heritage of religious liberty.

As the contributors to this interdisciplinary volume attest, understanding religious
freedom demands taking multiple perspectives. The historians guide us through
the legacy of religious freedom, from the nation’s founding and the rise of public
education, through the waves of immigration that added successive layers of
diversity to American society. The social scientists discuss the swift, striking
effects of judicial decision making and the battles over free exercise in a
complex, bureaucratic society. Advocates remind us of the tensions abiding in
schools and other familiar institutions, and of the major role minorities play in
shaping free exercise under our constitutional regime. And the jurists emphasize
that this is a messy area of constitutional law. Their work brings out the conflicts
inherent in interpreting the First Amendment—tensions between free exercise
and disestablishment, between the legislative and judicial branches of
government, and along the complex and ever-shifting boundaries of religion,
state, and society.

What emerges most clearly from these essays is how central religious liberty is to
America’s civic fabric—and how, under increasing pressure from both religious
and secular forces, this First Amendment freedom demands our full attention and
understanding.
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All Americans, liberal or conservative, religious or not, can agree that religious freedom, anchored in
conscience rights, is foundational to the U.S. democratic experiment. But what freedom of conscience
means, what its scope and limits are, according to the Constitution—these are matters for heated debate. At a
moment when such questions loom ever larger in the nation’s contentious politics and fraught policy-making
process, this timely book offers invaluable historical, empirical, philosophical, and analytical insight into the
American constitutional heritage of religious liberty.

As the contributors to this interdisciplinary volume attest, understanding religious freedom demands taking
multiple perspectives. The historians guide us through the legacy of religious freedom, from the nation’s
founding and the rise of public education, through the waves of immigration that added successive layers of
diversity to American society. The social scientists discuss the swift, striking effects of judicial decision
making and the battles over free exercise in a complex, bureaucratic society. Advocates remind us of the
tensions abiding in schools and other familiar institutions, and of the major role minorities play in shaping
free exercise under our constitutional regime. And the jurists emphasize that this is a messy area of
constitutional law. Their work brings out the conflicts inherent in interpreting the First
Amendment—tensions between free exercise and disestablishment, between the legislative and judicial
branches of government, and along the complex and ever-shifting boundaries of religion, state, and society.

What emerges most clearly from these essays is how central religious liberty is to America’s civic
fabric—and how, under increasing pressure from both religious and secular forces, this First Amendment
freedom demands our full attention and understanding.
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Editorial Review

Review

“With religious freedom under assault from various directions, this fine collection of essays could not be
timelier.  Bringing historical, juridical, and social science perspectives to bear on contemporary challenges,
the authors and editors point the way to a society in which diverse religions may not only peacefully coexist
but flourish, and where no one is forced to choose between religious obligations and civic duties.”—Mary
Ann Glendon Learned Hand Professor of Law, Harvard University

“As religious freedom becomes an increasingly contentious area of public law and policy, this volume offers
an outstanding collection of essays on religious freedom and related church-state issues. Each carefully
crafted essay stakes out a position—while giving due consideration to multiple and competing views.
Scholars, students, judges, journalists, and anyone with a serious interest in the topic should put this volume
at the top of their reading list.”— John J. DiIulio, Jr., Frederic Fox Leadership Professor of Politics,
Religion, and Civil Society, University of Pennsylvania, and First Director, White House Office of Faith-
Based and Community Initiatives
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karla Whisenant:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Religious Freedom in America: Constitutional Roots
and Contemporary Challenges (Studies in American Constitutional Heritage). Try to face the book Religious
Freedom in America: Constitutional Roots and Contemporary Challenges (Studies in American
Constitutional Heritage) as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience
and knowledge with this book.

Salvatore Anthony:

The actual book Religious Freedom in America: Constitutional Roots and Contemporary Challenges (Studies
in American Constitutional Heritage) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you.



The book Religious Freedom in America: Constitutional Roots and Contemporary Challenges (Studies in
American Constitutional Heritage) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Gale Velez:

The publication with title Religious Freedom in America: Constitutional Roots and Contemporary
Challenges (Studies in American Constitutional Heritage) contains a lot of information that you can find out
it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how
the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

William Bell:

The reason why? Because this Religious Freedom in America: Constitutional Roots and Contemporary
Challenges (Studies in American Constitutional Heritage) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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