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When F. Scott Fitzgerald was fourteen and living in the Crocus Hill
neighborhood of St. Paul, he began keeping a short diary of his exploits among
his friends, friendly rivals, and crushes. He gave the journal a title
page—Thoughtbook of Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald of St. Paul Minn.
U.S.A.—and kept it securely locked in a box under his bed. He would later use
The Thoughtbook as the basis for “The Book of Scandal” in his Basil Lee Duke
stories, and brief sections were copied over the years for use by scholars and
even published in Life magazine. “Are you going to the Ordways’? the
Herseys’? the Schultzes’?” Here, for the first time, is a complete
transcription of this charming, twenty-seven-page diary highlighting
Fitzgerald’s escapades among the children of some of St. Paul’s most
influential families—models for the families described in The Great Gatsby.
Presented in a simple format for both scholars and general readers alike,
The Thoughtbook of F. Scott Fitzgerald includes a new introduction by Dave
Page that covers the history and provenance of the diary, its place and
meaning in Fitzgerald’s literary development, and its revelations about his
life and writing process.

One of the earliest known works by F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Thoughtbook
provides a unique glimpse of Fitzgerald as a young boy and his social circle as
they played among the grand homes of Summit Avenue, making up games,
starting secret societies, competing with rivals, and (at all times) staying up-to-
date on who exactly is vying for whose attention.
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When F. Scott Fitzgerald was fourteen and living in the Crocus Hill neighborhood of St. Paul, he began
keeping a short diary of his exploits among his friends, friendly rivals, and crushes. He gave the journal a
title page—Thoughtbook of Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald of St. Paul Minn. U.S.A.—and kept it securely
locked in a box under his bed. He would later use The Thoughtbook as the basis for “The Book of Scandal”
in his Basil Lee Duke stories, and brief sections were copied over the years for use by scholars and even
published in Life magazine. “Are you going to the Ordways’? the Herseys’? the Schultzes’?” Here, for
the first time, is a complete transcription of this charming, twenty-seven-page diary highlighting
Fitzgerald’s escapades among the children of some of St. Paul’s most influential families—models for
the families described in The Great Gatsby. Presented in a simple format for both scholars and general
readers alike, The Thoughtbook of F. Scott Fitzgerald includes a new introduction by Dave Page that
covers the history and provenance of the diary, its place and meaning in Fitzgerald’s literary
development, and its revelations about his life and writing process.

One of the earliest known works by F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Thoughtbook provides a unique glimpse of
Fitzgerald as a young boy and his social circle as they played among the grand homes of Summit Avenue,
making up games, starting secret societies, competing with rivals, and (at all times) staying up-to-date on
who exactly is vying for whose attention.
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Editorial Review

Review

The Thoughtbook is a fascinating document. You can see the social analyst, the novelist of manners, just
beginning to develop.

—James L. W. West III, General Editor, Cambridge Fitzgerald Edition

About the Author

F. Scott Fitzgerald (1896–1940) was born in St. Paul, Minnesota, and spent much of his youth living in the
Crocus Hill neighborhood. He went on to become one of the most famous American novelists of the
twentieth century, often drawing on his youthful experiences in St. Paul in his stories and novels.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shirley Raine:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Thoughtbook of F. Scott Fitzgerald: A Secret Boyhood
Diary (Fesler-Lampert Minnesota Heritage). Try to the actual book The Thoughtbook of F. Scott Fitzgerald:
A Secret Boyhood Diary (Fesler-Lampert Minnesota Heritage) as your pal. It means that it can to become
your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah,
it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Eli Gaddy:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The
Thoughtbook of F. Scott Fitzgerald: A Secret Boyhood Diary (Fesler-Lampert Minnesota Heritage)? Maybe
it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you
can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?



Lynda Alford:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Thoughtbook of F. Scott
Fitzgerald: A Secret Boyhood Diary (Fesler-Lampert Minnesota Heritage) publication written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still hesitation The Thoughtbook of F. Scott Fitzgerald: A Secret Boyhood Diary (Fesler-
Lampert Minnesota Heritage) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Mary Wines:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book The Thoughtbook of F. Scott Fitzgerald: A Secret Boyhood Diary (Fesler-Lampert
Minnesota Heritage) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become
creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book The Thoughtbook of F. Scott Fitzgerald: A Secret
Boyhood Diary (Fesler-Lampert Minnesota Heritage). You can more inviting than now.
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